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' Every few months a crisis of one sort or another seems to hit LANTERN! This 
t im e it involves our trusty (and antiquated old duplicator)-which has churned out - 
issue after issue of Lantern without complaint, Alas, it has suddenly given up the 
ghost without hope of repair (so the manufacturers tell us). However, undaunted, we 
are taking steps to get it repaired locally, so fingers crossed! Fortunately, in . 
situations such as this some helpful person comes along and sticks his finger in 
the dyke., so to speak. This time it was- Mike Burgess who made arrangements to get . 
this issue printed on his firm'd machine, at R.Harrod Ltd, Net Manufacturers, Horn: 
Hill , Lowestoft. Thanks Mike and thank you Mr.Harrod. It seems possible that - get-; 
ting the duplicator repaired might be a bit costly, and so we are holding a book p- - 
'bring and buy sale' for BSIG Memmbers in the near future. Contributions .of books 
.would be welcomed, preferably on some 'borderline science' subject. Please,, we need : 
your help, send donations to 3 Dunwich Way, Lowestoft. ■ . , ' y. 

This edition of Lantern is basically a special 'Aerial Phenomena' issue, withj , 
the emphasis being on UFOs and the like. It's.not very often that I, as Editor, -4 ■' 
voice my personal feelings on any particular subject but I thought ..I'd like to havQ 

my 'tuppence-worth' regarding the film 'Close Encounters, of the Third Kind'. _!, 

Actually,. it's not the film that I particularly want to mention, (only a fool 
would comment upon something he hasn't seen!) but the publicity it, and UFOs in 
general, have been given in the popular preos lately. I think almost everyone in- 
volved in UFO research would agree that over the past few years, the climate of op¬ 
inion has moved away from the. ETH theory and'visitors from space* (benevolent or ot¬ 
herwise!) and closer to the realisation that UFOs represent only one aspect of a 
much wider, and deeper, phenomena. Unfortunately, just as these ideas are gradually 4 
'becoming known to the public, along comes CE 3 and the attendant, sensational-publici-■ 
ty from.the 'popular' press with all their talk of 'flying saucers', 'spacemen' and 
the such-like, which will more than likely set the UFO Research clock back 10 years. 
After reading all the newspapers' comments and theories on the subject of UFO's, the 
public will no longer be able to view the film with an open mind, but with one full - 
of the un-informed opinions of the press. No matter how good the film is, somehow I 
can't see it combating that! 

As for the film itself, comment on that I'll leave until I see it. Somehow I ' 
can't help feeling- that the money weed in the making of it would have been better 
spent financing UFO research itself. Finally, I'll bet a pound to a penny that after 
the film goes.cut on general release in the UK, UFO sightings and. reports will soar 
and ,1978 will become another 'flap' year!...'Nuff said. 

I.Bunn, Editor. 
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All articles appearing in Lantern are cppyright of the authors or of the Border¬ 
line Science Investigation Group. Unless stated otherwise, the opinions expressed 
in this magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or the B.S.I.G. 
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In the rural areas of not-so- 
very-long ago, the bee held quite 
an esteemed position in the eco¬ 
nomic welfare community. Many 
hives were kept; great value being 
placed upon the beeswax and honey. 
A whole mythology grew up around 
the bees and for generations de¬ 
veloped and diversified until, al¬ 
as, the advent of- the mechanised 
world put paid to all such irrat¬ 
ional beliefs. This brief article 
will, I hope, remind us of some 
of the superstitions associated 
with bees, now largely forgotten. 

From ancient Greek times, bees 
have been regarded as messengers 
of the Gods, the link between the 
material world and tfie divine maru 
ifestations. Thus they are said 
to be the carriers of the human 
soul on its final voyage, and he¬ 
nce the almost universal practise 
of 'telling the Bees' when a de» 
ath had occured(more of thislater) 
Their origins were Christian- 
nised in an ancient Breton Belief 
that 'states’ that bees were born of the .tears , of Christ, shed whilst dying bn the 
cross’. This probably relates to the fact that in English lore bees are said to 
sing sacred songs on the true Christmas Eve. Old folk swear that the true Christ¬ 
mas eve can be thus determined by listening patiently at the hive. 

It was always thought' (and not without reason) that bees were intelligent and 
peace-loving creatures, and would not tolerate quarrelsome families or cursing 
'keepers. In more recent times science has demonstrated that the bee is .indeed 
sensitive to the intonations of the human voice. A Bedfordshire legend states 
.'that if the hive is not doing very .well, a sure-fire remedy is to sing Psalms in 
front of it. , 

Beeswax was considered to be vital for church candles and particularly those 
use at funerals. Further quasi-religious myths warn that only on a Good Friday 
may a bee-hive be removed. That, according to our ancestors, the bee is somehow * 
j^with intelligence and divine connections, cannot.be in doubt, perhapsit can all 
be explained by the, then unknown, fact of the 'dance' worker bees indulge'in to 
communicate the locality of prime pollen areas and, as already mentioned, their . 
response to the human voice. 

Throughout Northern Europe, it was considered wise to communicate to the bees 
news of any event in the lives of the people 1 around, particularly of a death or 
a wedding.'- fgt the case of a death an iron door key would be knocked three times 
bn the hive, which would be tied with black crepe then, perhaps, a simple rhyme 
would be" recited: , - 

p . . "Little bee your master is dead, 

: Leave me not in my necessity." 

!Usually spiced funeral cake and sugar, or a biscuit soaked in wine. Was left. 
Another rhyme sometimes spoken was: 

"Bees, bees, awake, 

Your master is dead, 

And another you. must take." 

In * the" event of a wedding, again the hive would be decorated, the bees in¬ 
formed and offered wedding cake. This would ensure that the wedding party did 
not get stung. 

Swarming bees developed an exclusive lore s If an unknown swarm arrived on 
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ones property it was considered a bad omen, and likely that the owner would die. 

If the swarm settled on the roof of the-house it would catch fire; or if on a 
decayed tree, a death would occur within the year. In Norfolk it was considered;a 
good sign if a swarm flew near a flock of sheep, as this would ensure;a good lamb¬ 
ing, A rhyme describes the values of swarms in different seasons; 

"A swarm' mfi bees in May, 
is worth a load of hay, 

A swarm of bees in June, 
is worth a silver spoon. 

A swarm of bees in July, 
is not worth a fly. 

It is not surprising then to learn that attempts were made to control the swarming 
bees, by dipping an Elder branch in sugar and water and waving it over a newly- 
established hive; or by rubbing the hive with mint. When a swarm did occur, regar¬ 
dless of where the mass flew, it was considered quite lawful to follow and attempt 
to bring them to rest by tapping a metal pan. In Suffolk this was known as Tinging 
or Tanging the bees. 

Finally, there are many omens and signs associated with lone bees ; If a soli¬ 
tary bee flys into the house, expect a visitor; If a bee alights on ones hand^ 
money can be counted upon to arrive shortly. In Scotland, they say, the first bee 
of a new season was captured by intrepid Scotsmen and placed in the purse to en¬ 
sure an increase of wealth. Be that as it may, it was considered very unlucky to 
exchange bees for money or even to talk about it in their presence. Goods traded 
were the only acceptable form of exchange. If stolen, bees it was said, would 
never survive. Finally, great store was placed in the Queen bee’s sting as a cure 
for rheumatism, modern technology has discovered more than mere folk-lore in this, 
as certain curative properties have been isolated from the sting. One begins to 
wonder what else might one day bee proved true.-. .And now I’d better buzz off 11 


R,A.Haxell. 

BOOKS USED; , 

1) .EVANS, George Ewart ’The Pattern Under The Plough', Faber & Faber, 1966 . 

2 ) .NEWALL, V 'Discovering the FOLKLore of Birds & Beasts', Shire, 1981 . & 
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+ + + + + + + + .!- + + + + + + + + + BOOK REVIEW + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + ++ 


+ HANDBOOK OF PSI DISCOVERIES by S.Ostrander & L.Schroeder. Abacus, £ 1 . 95 . + 
+ This is a bumper volume of do-it-yourself psi experiments for the amateur + 
+ with lots of enthusiasm but little or no scientific equipment. As the authors + 
+ say, the book asks more questions than it answers, written in such a way as to + 
+ get the reader to devise and conduct his own experiments in the paranormal.- + 
+ Giving a wide variety of subjects, from Kirlian photograhpy to the electro- + 
+ nic voice phenomenon; from bio-communication in plants to the pyramid effect, + 
+ the authors first give the reader a history of the particular phenomenon and + 
+ progress made so far by the leading researchers in that field, then go on to + 
+ describe variations on the original experiments suitable for the amateur to.tiy.+ 
+ Throughout the book original sources of information are quoted, and there is + 
+ a section included at the end listing further sources where technical and other + 
+ information may be found. + 
+ This book is very interesting to the casual reader, if only to demonsrate + 
+ how much has been achieved and how much is yet to be discovered; but its main + 
+ worth is with the amateur researcher with an inquiring mind. + 
+ KW + 

+ + + + + + + + + + 'J , + + v4 , + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 


CAN ANYONE HELP? I am trying to get together details of the May Day customs 
and celebrations which took place in the Lowestoft area up to the Second world 
War. If you can remember them, or perhaps your parents or grandparents can, 

I would be very interested to hear about them. Please drop me a line at; 

3 Dunwich Way, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR 32 4 UZ. Thanks...Ivan A. W. Bunn+ + ++++ 









Like all true borderline sciences, the subject of UFOs is usually treated with 
a sense of mysticism by those generally unawre of the present situation. This diff- 
^ erent form of viewpoint to that of researches is to be expected as not everybody is 
actively interested in unexplained phenomena. But everybody is curiously interested, 
and when hearing people talking about UFOs, nearly everyone has had a experience of 
some kind or the other, or knows someone else who has. There is also a 'general 
theoiy' to account for such strange phenomena, a theory which once planted, grows 
in the public's mind no matter how inconsistent or improbable it might be. Further 
'evidence' simply confirms the theory. 

For instance, in the case of UFOs, the general publis's view is that IF they 
exist then they are probably extra-terrestrial visitors. How often have we heard 
that well-worn argument involving the probabilities of life elsewhere in the uni¬ 
verse? ... (yawn) .. .The argument, while giving good odds (well, relatively) to the 
existence of intelligent life elsewhere, goes no way to proving that this is in fact 
where the UFOs are from. 

The public are not really to blame however, as the idea has been extensively 
perpetrated by the media. Although the local press seem to be quite reasonable when 
writing about UFOs, the national press seem to sensationalise the subject somewhat; 
as if something as mystifying and unpredictable as the UFB phenomenon needed to be 
sensationalised to sell newspapers I One typical example appeared in a national daily 
this week (February 21 st), when it explained the meaning of a Close Encounter of 
the third kind as, "Contact with alien beings from space", when Dr.Hynek's classi¬ 
fication, "A sighting of a UFO made in the immediate vicinity of the witnesses in 
which entities, humanoids or UFOnauts are reported", appeared on the preceeding 
page.. 

FFOs are not alone either; consider the subject of 'ghosts'. The pet theory 
here is that IF they exist, then they are probably the spirits or souls of the de¬ 
ceased. How often have we heard that other, well worn argument, for the survival of 
life after physical death, with its accompanying 'evidence.'? 

The root of all this (possible) mis-interpretation is the word 'UFO' or'ghost'. 
In the case of UFOs, what exactly is the defination of the word? This is a major 
point which needs to.be cleared up, as listeners to' (and participants ini) Bob Mor¬ 
rell's interesting lecture at the 1977 NUFON Conference will agree! 

Dr; Edward Condon, of the University of CMorado UFO Project fame, defined a 
UFO as, "The stimulus for a report made by one or more individuals of something 
seen in the sky (or an object thought capable of flight but seen when landed on 
Earth) which the observer could not identify as having ordinary origins, and which 
seemed to him sufficiently puzzling that he undertook to make a report of it." 

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Director of the Centre for UFO Studies in America, was 
more critical in his definition of the word. He defined a UFO as, "The reported per¬ 
ception of an object or light seen in the sky, or upon the land, the appearance, 
trajectory and general dynamic and luminescent behaviour of which do not suggest a 
logical, conventional explanation and which is not only mystifying to the original 
percipients, but remains unidentified after close scrutiny of all available evidence 
by persons who are technically capable of making a common sense identification, if 
one is possible.W 

Dr. Hynek's definition seems to be the best one to adopt, after all, his UFO 
classification system seems to be well used by most researchers nowadays, and the 
UFO 'jargon 1 will be well presented to the public by the forth-coming film and its 
associated publicity. 

000000000000OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO000000000000 

THANKS ARE EXTENDED TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE SENT IN ARTICLES FOR LANTERN. PLEAEE KEEP 
THE MATERIAL COMING IN AS IT HELPS TO PLAN AHEAD FOR FUTURE EDITIONS. ALL CONTRIBU^ 
TIONS' CAN BE SENT TO THE EDITOR, 3 DUNWICH WAY, OULTON BROAD, LOWESTOFT NR 32 4 RZ. 
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During the year of 1890 , Lowestoft was visited by two, very similar astronomi¬ 
cal curiosities, both of which were reported in the Lowestoft Journal. The first of 
these -was seen Sunday, March 15 th, The Journal report tells us that:. 

About 9 o'clock on Sunday night, the attention of numbers of the inhabitants 
who happened to be out of doors, was directed to a sudden blaze of light, which 
appeared to envelope them where they were walking or standing at the time. On 
looking upwards.■'they found it to proceed from a splendid meteor, rapidly shoot¬ 
ing across the heavens from a southwesterly to a north-easterly direction. It 
continued its flight for several seconds, having traversed, ,a distance of some¬ 
thing like 20 degrees. It then suddenly exploded into several fragments, lea¬ 
ving behind a trail of faintish whitey-blue light, A sea-faring correspondent, 
who has followed his profession for aquarter of a century, informs us he has -afc 
witnessed many similar appearances, but nothing at all approaching the present 
phenomenon, which he was priveleged to behold. 


The second object was also seen on a Sunday evenin, on December I 3 th, and a corres¬ 
pondent sent the following letter to -the Journal; 

■ Coming home on Sunday evening in the company of one or two friends from the 
country, we had just passed the cemetry, about 9 , 45 pm, when the entire neigh¬ 
bourhood appeared to be suddenly brilliantly illuminated. One of our number 
called out -"There's a fire"; but, looking upwards, we found the sky was lit¬ 
erally lit up by a magnificent meteor, which was then rapidly sailing in a 
westerly direction. We detected three distinct hues - a light green, a some¬ 
what weak blue, and a well-developed yellow, the body of the meteor being of 
the latter colour. After an observation of two or three seconds - it might po¬ 
ssibly be five seconds - this grand Celestial object, having assumed the app¬ 
earance of a pendant lamp, suddenly exploded.,.It was certainly one of the 
most brilliant objects of the kind we ever witnessed, and each congratulated 
the other upon the privelege of having beheld it, tjt 

The Journal added to this letter, sayings 

We understand the same beautiful object was witnessed at Ipswich and elsewhere. 
At the former place a little fellow who observed it ran home and told his 
mother that "the moon had fallen down," 


ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
O LANTERN STILL NEEDS SUPPORT' TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT IT...SHOW IT TO YOUR o 
o LOCAL NEWSAGENT AND SUGGEST HE MIGHT STOCK IT...TAKE A COPY ALONG TO YOUR o 
o NEAREST LIBRARY AND SUGGEST THAT THEY MIGHT LIKE TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION ° 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO: 

In this, our AERIAL PHENOMENA issue, Keith Williamson, BSIG’s UFO research Officer, 
has sent us one or two UFO reports from the Group's files which we have not publis¬ 
hed before. 


The following is an account of a UFO 
experience which occured in 1953 . The wit¬ 
ness was a member of the Royal Observer 
Corps, and held aircraft recognition cert¬ 
ificates at the time of the sighting. The 
event took place at Latimer Dam, Kessingland, East Suffolk during the winter months 
of 1953 , and accounts of further sightings on the same night appeared in the East¬ 
ern Evening, News the following day. The witnesses account follows;- 
"At about 6.45 on a dark monday night, I was travelling from Wrentham to Kessing-. 
land on a motorcycle along the old AI 2 road across Latimers Dam. Although I was 
wearing a crash helmet and could only hear the sound of my motorcycle engine, I 
was suddenly aware of some sort of atmospheric vibration. I cam only describe this 
as a low frequency hum or magnetic effect that could be felt . Looking upward to¬ 
wards the sea, I saw four rays of light approaching. The two front rays appeared 
to be shorter than the two ate the rear, due no doubt to the movement of the object. 
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(Did I hear someone say 'Doppler effect 1 ? I i - KW) The headlights of cars coming 
towards me down the hill ahead, appeared as thin silvery beams compared to the 
large orangey rays travelling in the sky. I immediately stopped my motorcycle to get 
a better look at the object - being a member of the Royal Observer Corps I was nat¬ 
urally interested in anything flying. By the time I stopped, the object passed over 
head and disappeared behind Foxburrow Wood. The object was travelling quite fast as 
the whole sighting was only a period of seconds. Although the night was dark, the 
beams of light from the top of the object, were sufficient to cause a glo.w around' 
its outline to show it up as the shape described on the accompanying sketch. The ob¬ 
ject, at a guess, was at a height of about 200 feet with a diameter of about 50 ft, 
but it could have been much higher and larger.” 



+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Moving_forward one year i n tim e, to_I954, we have this report from Great Yarmouth, 

Norfolk. The Witnesses account follows ;- 
"It was in September, Battle of Britain 
Day, 1954, at about II am, I was working 
on. top of the scenic railway on the plea¬ 
sure beach at the time. There was some cloud and a moderate north-westerly wind, I 
remember that because towards the jetty balloons were being released and were going 
out to sea in a south-easterly direction. I heard a jet engine, looked out to sea 
and saw a meteor jet going towards the north-east at about a thousand feet, then I 
saw this object come out of the clouds and stop. It just hovered, spinning, it seem¬ 
ed, round its own axis, changing its shape from a cigar to a disc. It was blue-grey 
in colour. For five minutes it was in that position then suddenly it waw gone. I 
looked to the north and to my surprise it was hovering over the sea, then it was 
gone again. It must have moved a distance of approximately two miles in the time it 
takes to blink an eye. When I told people about it, they said it was a balloon. It 
must have been a very fast and large balloon to travel against the wind.” 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 


oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
° FROM THE 'THETFOHD & WATTON TIMES 1 25 th NOVEMBER, 1977 ° 

o MAN SEES ‘BALL OF FLAME' 0 

o A little red ball with a long tail of flame was seen last week travellling o 
o fast over Thetford towards Swaffham. Salvation Array Captain John Barlow wit- o 
o nessed such a sight on' his way to band practise, at 7pm on Wednesday week. o 
o ”1 was walking from my house in Redgate,” said Captain Barlow, "When I saw o 
o it coming over the river side of town and flying towards Swaffham. It had a o 
o long tail'of flame and was going across the sky like a missile or rocket." o 
o DISAPPEARED o 

° Captain Barlow watched the object for abou two minutes, until it disappeared. 0 
0 "There was nobody else with me at the time," he said. 0 

° Captain Don Schaefer, head of information at R.A.F.Mildenhall, could not sup- 0 
° ply any explanation. "It could have been the after burner of a jet fighter," ° 
0 he said. Flt/Lt Terry Dennett, community relations officer at RAF Honnington, 0 
° agreed that this was possible, although the 'tail' of the jet would not be es- ° 

0 pecially long. 0 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


ODDMENTS FROM THE PRESS ; 1$ January and February the letters column of the East 
Anglian Daily Times carried some interesting correspondence on the subject of UFOs. 

+As mentioned elsewhere in this mag., the Eastern Daily Press carried a very inter¬ 
esting, 'straight' article, entitled 'Putting UFOs Under the Micrescope' in the ed¬ 
ition for January I6th. 

*The Cambridgeshire Evening News on September 19, 1977 published an article, in the 
more popular vein, entitled, 'They're back] New Wave of UF# Sightings.' 

+Starting this month the 'Waveney Clarion 1 , a local monthly newspaper, starts a 
regular column featuring material supplied by the B.S.I.G. 

+The 'Lowestoft Journal' of January 6th, carried a full page article about the act¬ 
ivities of the BSIG and Lantern. 


7. 




Following my series (as yet unfinished) articles on Black Shuck, I received a very 
interesting (and complimentary) letter from. Mr, J. B. Delair, Research Programme 
Co-ordinator & Librarian of CONTACT (UK), and also Editor of the Groups magazine 
‘AWARENESS*, Mr. Delair‘s letter was so interesting that I have decided to publish 
it here (with his permission) as it forms such a good 'bridge 1 between what has 
gone before and the contents of this edition of LANTERN. - I.A.W.Bunn. 

Mr, Delair writes:- 

"...I have been especially interested in your informative article (issues 18-20 
of Lantern) on BLACK SHUCK. Admittedly I was only dimly aware of the existence 
of these East Anglian manifestations, but on reading your intriguing account 
I immediately perceive some parallels with the UFO mystery, and, possibly, 
even an interconnection between the two. I mention some of these below, as it 
occurs to me that they may so far have escaped your own notice, and might 
prove to be fertile fields for further investigation; certainly your own re¬ 
searches show what can be done over a relatively short period of time. 

Firstly, it may be wrong to study the BLACK SHUCK stories in isolation, for 
there are I beleive other regions where comparable black phantom dogs manifest 
with fair regularity, as on the highways around Tavistock in Devon. As you say, 
such occurences used to be often associated with the 'Devil'. I am no authori¬ 
ty on phantom or pseudo-phantom animals, but seem to recall having read some¬ 
where or other in the past other accounts of similar ghoslty canines in Kent 
and Herefordshire. Probably you know more about all these than I do. Thus 
BLACK SHUCK might be best studied in relation to all phantom dog yarns. 

Secondly, you mention that some BLACK SHUCK stories refer to sulphur-like 
smells and to scorching or other scarring or the ground. Some of the other 
dog stories I have just alluded to involve mystery, even gigantic, dog spore 
or footprints and, like BLACK SHUCK, seem impervious to human aggression and 
can disappear seemingly at will. 

Thirdly, the characteristics you list for BLACK SHUCK are exactly paralleled 
by UFOs, which frequently disappear and appear into and from nowhere, sometimes 
through solid objects (walls, fences, trees); are often seen near, on, or even 
in bodies of water, and occasionally disgorge occupants alleged to have (inat 
least two instances) a great desire to possess terrestrial dogs. I also have 
accounts on file here of mystery 'black dogs 1 coming out of a UFO hovering 
low over a churchyard in the USA - part of the well-known 1973 world-wide UFO 
wave. 

Fourthly, there is increasing evidence to conclude that the mysterious 
'Manimals' tie., the Sasquatch, Bigfoot, Yeti-type creatures) are connected 
somehow with UFOs, Like UFOs and the phantom dogs, they come and go very myst¬ 
eriously, often accompanied by acrid and other horrible smells (sulphur-like?), 
leave footprints, make weird sounds, and so far appear to be impervious to bul¬ 
lets and other missiles. They often move quite silently. UFOs do this too, and 
so do many mystery dogs. 

Few people will withold agreement from the assertion that UFOs represent but 
the tip pf some much larger iceberg, presently still mostly hidden from us. 
Whoever, or whatever, lies behind it is part of some other 'realm' that log¬ 
ically must support or consist of a whole range of beings, objects, scenarios, 
etc., that to us appear to be most often ghostly, but occasionally tangible - 
or at least tangible enough to leave visible and recordable traces on good 
old solid Earth, Judged from the similarities of character just summarised, 
BLACK SHUCK, UFOs, and perhaps other mystery beings, such as the Surrey Puma, 
and the Sasquatch-type creatures, all represent different facets of a far 
larger whole. Certainly the traceable similarities are such that a theory 
linking them together is not too aberrant. Indeed, I believe this has already 
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been attempted by others before, notably by Keel. 

Now, I do not necessarily subscribe to such a hypothesis as I suggest above, 

.. but merely wish to draw attention to the similarities between what are presen¬ 
tly regarded in most -circles as seperate areas for investigation. I also won¬ 
der (aloud) whether these supposed seperate' areas really are--seperate? Obvious¬ 
ly a veiy great deal more research in each of these fields is required before 
we can draw final conclusions; but I beleive the similarities or appearance, 
modus operandi, and the known traces of such occurences in our familiar ter¬ 
restrial habitat are so close that provisional conclusions linking these phen¬ 
omena together (even if tenuously) will not be ruled entirely otit of court. 

Such a procedure may also have the advantage of bringing closer together these 
individuals- interested in such topics, but who normally do not think of corre¬ 
lating 'their' subject with any one of the other just mentioned. In other words, 
a closer awareness would accrue, among ostensibly isolated investigators of app¬ 
arently (but not necessarily) disparate subjects. Charles Fort had things to 
say about inter-relationships I recall. 

After all, the situation may be- likened to a set of aliens studying a coll¬ 
ection of man-made watches filched from Earth. Each studies the watch in iso¬ 
lation, whereby one alien studies the numbers round the face of the dial, 
another the motions of the hour, minute, and second hands; yet another the 
forms of the internal coils and springs, and still another the technology- 
necessary to design and manufacture watches. Yet, none of these individuals 
need ever communicate with one another respecting their findings, whereby 
their collective knowledge of, and interpretation of, what a watch really is 
could be weird to say the least. A correlation of inter-related-studies would 
obviously be necessary in such a case. Perhaps the same thing applies to your 
BLACK SHUCK studies, my UFO studies, and other people's studies of the Surrey. 
Puma, Sasquatch and what-have-you..„" 

There is very little'to add to fir. Delain's observations; except to say that among 
the BSIG members who regularly attend meetings at Lowestoft, all of whom have many 
and diverse interests within the spectrum of 'borderline sciences', the concensus • 
of opinion over the years has slowly crystalised to an awareness (as stated by Mr. 
Delair) that somehow the whole range of subjects are indeed ■» inter-related, 

but in a way which escapes our grasp at the moment. - Editor. 

oooooooooooooooooooo 


+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + BOOK REVIEW + .+ + + + + + + +-:+•■+ + + + + + + + + 
+ 'THE LEY HUNTER'S MANUAL; A Guide to Early Tracks', by Alfred Watkins - softcover,- + 
+ 107 pp; £2.25; Pentacle Books, Bristol-, 1977, + 

+ The re-issuing of long out of print books is always a good thing, especially + 
+ in the more 'unorthodox' fields of research such as those practised by the BSIG; + 
+ and the MANUAL is a welcome addition. This was first published in 1927, 2 years + 
+ after Watkins' larger, and more well-known work, 'The Old Straight Track.' Now ■ + 
+ John Michell (always to the forefront in such activities) and John Michael of 
+ Pentacle Books, have combined to reprint various 'ley-orientated' books, this 
+ being the first of the series. 

+ It is, in some way, simply a condensed version of the earlier work, setting 
+ out the theory and practise of ley-hunting in a more assimilable fashion. But in 
+ those intervening years between TOST and the MANUAL, Watkins gained more experi- 
+ ence; gave his ideas more objective coherence; and gathered about him a dedica- 
+ ted band of 'Old Straight Trackers', whose subsequent research was incorporated 
+ into this new book. The vast majority of ley examples he gives are taken from 
+ their investigations, including one or two from East Anglia. Again, although 
+ some of the photographs (Watkins is once more lavish with his illustrations) are 
+ taken from 'TOST', some are completely new; and I, for one, have alawys found 
+ his pictures extremely evocative for some reason. 

+ It may be thought that, at £2.25, this reprint is rather on the expensive 

+ side, but for an extension and a succinct encapsulation of the 'Father-of ley- 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + CONTINUED OVER + + 
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+ + 4 , + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ‘}‘ + + + + + + 'l- + + ++ + + + + 

+ huntings 1 original theories, I find it worth the money. At the moment, Watkins + 

+ is proving to be something of the 'underdog 1 , in that the alignment of ancient + 

+ sites is currently being plagued by researchers dabbling in 'earth magic' ideas. + 

+ I find it refreshing to be able to read again the thoughts of someone who ima- + 

+ -gined that ley lines' were simply prehistoric trackways, for getting a man from + '■ 

+ one place to another. Poor chap! He never knew quite what he was starting. + 

+ Now, if someone reprinted his 'Early British Trackways' I'd really be happy. + 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ +M.W.Burgess+ + + + + + 

0000000000000000000OOOOOOOOOOOO0000000000000000000 


This next report is interesting in 
that the object was observed by a heli- j 
copter pilot whilst in flight. Although 
we have no more information concerning 
this sase, that which is available is very 




[£> 


CT73 



precise, as one would expect froma trained 


observer. The witness his report through us on a Ministery of Defence UFO report form, 
issued by the Board of trade (possibly in 1969). All the questions appearing on the 
MoD form are reproduced here, together with the witnesses replies; 


REPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT. 

A. Date, time and duration of sighting - local times to be quoted. 

"I2th February, 1973, at 2130 gmt. Duration - 30 seconds." 

B. Description of Object - Number of objects, size, shape, colours, brightness, 
sound, smell etc. 

"No definite shape visible as it was night. Showing two flashing white 
lights one on top of the other. No navigation lights showing." 

C. Exact position of observer -Geographical location, indoors or outdoors, station, 
ary or moving. 

"53 degrees, 25 minutes North; 01 degrees, 22 minutes East. Flying a track 
of 315 degrees magnetic." 

D. How observed - Naked eye, binoculars, other optical device, still or mo±ie 

• camera. 

"Naked eye." 

E. Direction in which object was first seen - a landmark may be more useful than 
a badly estimated bearing. 

"315 degrees magnetic from us." 

F. Angular elevation of object - Estimated heights are unreliable. 

"We were flying at 1000 feet, the UFO was 1500 feet above us." 

@. Distance of object from observer - By reference to a known landmark wherever 

• possible. 

"Estimated at two nautical miles ahead of us." 

H. Movements of object - Changes if E, F or G may be of more use than estimates 
of course and speed. 

"It was tracking 315 degrees magnetic quite slowly towards us. It then app¬ 
eared to hover for about three seconds then disappear at a high speed 
climbing away rapidly." 

J. Meteorological conditions during observations - moving clouds, haze, mist etc. 

"Wind; 270/35. Cloud; l/8 cu 4000 feet. Visibility; 15 nms +". 

K. Nearby objects - Telephone or high voltage lines, reservoir, lake or dam, 
swamp or marsh, high buildings, tall chimneys, steeples, spires, TV or radio 
masts, airfields, generating plants, factories, pits or other sites with 
floodlights or other lighting. 

"None." 

L. To whom reported - Police, military organisations, the press etc. 

M. Name address of informant. 

(These are on BSIG files). 
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